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Your Excellency, Bishop McCaig, Spiritual Advisors and Chaplains,  
    

Greetings on behalf of the Military Ordinariate Provincial Council of the Catholic 

Women’s League (MO CWL).  Our thoughts and prayers are with you as you gather for exercise, 

“Called to Serve”.  

The Catholic Women’s League of Canada (CWL) is the largest organization of catholic 

,women in Canada, we have around 70,000 members. The Military Ordinariate is the 11th 

province in the CWL, having been granted provincial status in 1965. Our core purpose is to: 

Unite Catholic women to grow in faith and to promote social justice through service to the 

church, Canada, and the world. Our core values are: Faith, Service and Social Justice. In 2018, 

we adopted a new mission statement it reads: The Catholic Women’s League of Canada, calls its 

members to grow in faith and to witness to the love of God through ministry and service.  

Our provincial Military Ordinariate Catholic Women’s League has approximately 280 

members and is comprised of 13 base and wing councils; Comox and Esquimalt in British 

Columbia; Cold Lake and Edmonton in Alberta; Winnipeg in Manitoba; Borden, Kingston, 

Ottawa, Petawawa and Trenton in Ontario; Gagetown in New Brunswick; and Greenwood and 

Shearwater in Nova Scotia.  

This past year has been an exceptional year filled with challenges for our base councils 

and members. Several plans were made and cancelled to try to find a way to gather to conduct 

business as we are mandated to do, as part of a national organization. We had plans to meet at 



the Galilee Spirituality Center in Arnprior for our 53rd Annual Meeting of Members (AMM) at 

the end of April, but restrictions due to COVID 19, have made this impossible. As such, we will 

gather using a hybrid model at the end of June; only a small group of members of the executive 

in person and the rest of the voting and accredited delegates joining virtually. Some of the 

business we will be completing will be our provincial executive elections. Allison Klemen, a 

military spouse posted to Rome, New York, is our president- elect and will take over as leader of 

the Provincial MO council following our AMM on June 26th. Leaving the provincial executive 

this year are: Laudwina Sweeney of St Joseph’ Chapel, CFB Borden, Lise Bélanger, of Ste Anne 

de Beaupre, formerly of Our Lady of Peace Chapel, 8 Wing Trenton, and Coreena Cole, Past 

President of the MO CWL, from Holy Name Chapel, 4 Wing Cold Lake.  

Despite many challenges, this past year, we continued to serve our communities and care 

for our members holding virtual Rosarys, book studies, prayer services and continuing to meet 

regularly. 

We have seen many changes over the years, as have many of you, and we continue to 

face challenges in an ever secular and fractured world. Our collaboration is more important than 

ever. We would love to see more Spiritual Advisors attend conventions in the future. I would 

also encourage all Spiritual Advisors to the Base Councils to attend monthly CWL meetings in 

your chapels. If you can only stay for part of the meeting, we understand, we know you have 

many demands on your time. We are very thankful for your support.  

Our members are proud to serve in their individual Wing and Base communities and we 

welcome opportunities to collaborate with you. We too are called to serve and consider the work 

we do to be complimentary to our spiritual growth as well as the growth of our communities.  

The many roles we fulfill in our individual chapels across Canada, are essential to the health of 

the chapels and we thank you so much for calling on us to help so we can help enrich our 

communities.  

May our Patroness, Our Lady of Good Counsel, bless and guide all in attendance of 

Exercise Called to Serve.    

 
Respectfully, Your Sister in Christ,  
Tawnya Stringer 
Military Ordinariate Provincial Catholic Women’s League President 2018-2021 


